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THE CONVERSION JOB

SCENE ONE - A MARKET PLACE IN ROME AD 583

BEDE - NARRATIVE 1

My name is Bede, a monk of some note, And now | am here with a wonderful story

Known to this day for the history | wrote. Of friendship and fear, courage and glory.

Long, long ago | spent my days There's a pope and some monks, a king and a queen -
In reading, studying, prayer and praise. But first let us start by setting the scene.

Enter Market People, Slave Sellers, Slaves and Gregory

1. GREGORY IN THE MARKET PLACE

Words: Anne Conlon Music: Peter Rose
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BEDE - NARRATIVE 2
With a cheerful heart, the Pope turned away They stood there, lost in that noisy throng,
But a pitiful scene compelled him to stay: Silent, dejected, dignified, strong,
A group of slaves from far, far away, With their blue eyes bright and their fair hair long,
Just one more thing for sale that day. But on their lips neither laughter nor song.
2. ANGLES FOR SALE!
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BEDE - NARRATIVE 3

Gregory could bear this patter no more.

"They're not Angles but Angels of God!" he swore,
"And such pagan angels should hear Christ's call."

And saintly Pope Gregory bought them all.

Jolly! J=126

Gregory went home with an anguished mind,
And for years in Rome he sighed and he pined,
And in five ninety six, "Good God," he thought,
"That whole pagan nation must be taught."

SCENETWO
ST. ANDREW'S MONASTERY ON THE COELIAN HILL, ROME AD 596

BEDE - NARRATIVE 4
Our story now moves to a hill near Rome

Where Augustine, the monk, had made his home.
He never went to the market place.
His life was lived at a slower pace.

Enter Augustine and the Monks
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BEDE - NARRATIVE 5:

A life divine! What a wonderful scene

In that beautiful garden so calm and serene!
But Gregory, the Pope, was on his way

With a plan which would change Augustine's day!

Enter Gregory

4. THOSE WEARY SLAVES
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Lively +=126

6. CAN WE COME TOO?

Cm Bb . Ab Bb . Cm Bb . Ab Bb .
. SRS DL S PN S S
& & [ [ Y 2 Y2 Y 2 Y 2 [ [ 2
b e—1—f—=¢ e —0 = 1= e —J—¢
f — —
I } I } I
¥ 2 & [ ? 2 & 2 ? 2 [ 2 ? 2
:ﬁg;ﬁ e r e r # e r r r
< = % = < = % =
Monks (excitedly and breathlessly):
mf cm Bb Ab Bb Cm Cmy/Bb A7 G
H = =
[ ‘ ‘ I ! ——» — i
[ [ ry | \. [ [ & | [ [ [ [ I & F > F |
C :
Can we come too? Can we come too? We want to come with  you, yeh!

] ;\ s Fﬂ\? s ;\i ,Vg 7 i ! -
hdl LX) O & & [ [ & & 2 V.4 [ 2 2 [ & ]
2857 | &= ¢ e =

=== ===
mf ‘ h; =
] [ I [ I I
e T O O s o, |t e
T i e e % e e > ‘% =
- - , - - v 3 ¥ e i
G7
Cm Bb Ab Bb Cm —————— Cm G’
I ‘ —1 \ L — ‘ T ! ]
y 4N b ) I —] ! I 2 | [ [ I & | [ [ } } I i ’J I
P ] & 1
N <
Can wecome  too? Can we come  too? We'll come a-long with  you, yeh!
: Y 4 3‘;\; s e = |
& & | | & 72 A1 ¥ T b
b5 = ¢ ——= 6= he—
— — v —L ;‘, -
— i i ——
My Y 2 Y 2 [ & & Y 2 Y 2 Y 2 -
S S % & & L S L
. L4 ' 4 . = .
S cm Bb Ab Bb Cm Cmy/B> AV G
=
H 1 | ‘ ‘
. [ I [ [ ]
i —H i i —1 i — e  ——
N ‘ ! _—
Can we come too? Can we come too? That's what we want to do, yeh!
. = =
H — | | — b o® o®
EEE=SSs S = == —=———=—"—=—-°=C
- ° - : ° 4 he D@
- ok | ok Lo
M) ‘ x [ g g & [ 2 [ =
=l
| F | Fjﬁk :
G7
" Cm B> Ab B> m Cm
j i — ]
. r ] [ [ |72 - |
1 N I T R |
Y ‘ — — \
Can we come too!? Can we come too? For -ty want to come with youl
H — | | — |
#ﬂﬁﬁ ; ﬂ ; ﬁ > 3 j ¥ ﬁ ¥ e
P P Py Py Hﬂ =
Y ® < r I o < ® < i
o ~ ' — ' -
s ; . ]
/) ¥ ¥ | ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ! ¥
b ? P P P P P P i P P SV T P
> ‘ﬂé [
\ F \ : e



SCENE THREE - THE

BEDE - NARRATIVE 6

These forty good monks, with no further delay,
Prepared for their trip and were soon on their way.
They were eager to stand by Augustine, their friend,
Though they'd little idea how the journey would end.

25
JOURNEY TO BRITAIN

At last they were ready! Time to depart!

A thrill of excitement in each humble heart!

With the Alps in their sights and their legs feeling strong,
They journeyed through Tuscany, singing this song:

Enter Augustine and the Monks

Lively and happy J=9¢
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30 BEDE - NARRATIVE 7

These monks, used to sun, were afraid of the snow.
Tired out by the mountains, their progress was slow.
They huddled together as the howling wind blew
And tried to decide what on earth they should do.
Their courage was failing; their excitement had fled
And the journey ahead filled their spirits with dread.

9. THE PEOPLE OF BRITAIN
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BEDE - NARRATIVE 8

Augustine was grieved by the things he had heard.

He left all his friends with hardly a word.
Slowly and sadly he went back to Rome

And silence and solitude brought him home.

With a gentle lilt J.=63

37

Gregory was moved when he heard all their fears.
He spoke of the plan he had cherished for years.

He said all their doubts were foolish and vain
And begged them continue the Lord's campaign.

(Re-enter Augustine)

The words that Augustine brought back from the Pope
Restored the monks' faith, their love and their hope.
Obedient and humble, with no backward glance,
They strolled down the mountainside bound for La France.

11. LA FRANCE

Gm C7 F D7 Gm C7 F
P H— = =
P AT ) ® s - - > — | — | |
g\ hI & ¥ et I [cd [k — | — & D — | & I
2 | | | Ml ) | | | 1 = | | I I (K
ANSVAN. 3 | | I "4 | | | h g | | | g M
S sfe o T
Tﬁ)—\ﬁ } M > M 0 «i:'. ‘ j e ?:;:
hdl KNI ) | | | | & | | 2 o 4 | | P 4 I
%, e e $ol, e 8 1)
o ! ‘ o ‘ B R
con pedale
rit.
Gm C7 F D’ Gm A7
) — - =
w —rr 5 e
: — - — b ‘
- ! e & \ g1
—_— mf . . . . . . - - . .
| 44| 22| 3| - | g4 &3
), = BERErE cl e o v U T | T
v & . | i i | & | | & i i
g ‘ \ g .
Augustine A tempo
D + Monks:
0 " mfm ﬁ | | | | | | | |
o - I - II. I I | | || } ‘ ‘L\I } I ¥ ‘ } I ‘ | —]
‘\y:i I I ] 7= 1 ﬁi‘—- e < o1 i'
) o~ &
1. Main - ten ant les mon -tag- nes, fare- well, As we walk through La
2.1 fait beau as we sam-ple the wine. Le so - leil, it con-
o) g m m | | | | | |
P A =X P | | I | | I | |
g\ hHh = [ - - & Y 2 | Y 2 Y 2 I | Y 2
(5P \ rS H IS e ﬁ s 33;
SV | |
or SIETaIS L ILPFEn N
mf . - :éz . . . .
E s = ~ ~
o = - - y — — — P~ — y J— 73 73
V.4 ];,\ } } 1 PN P P P b P PN P P PN PN
v 2 2 &
A7
H | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘
i — 1 N Fr i e e I S S E— N — ¥ ——+—
o> o= e TP e
)
France, qui  est belle! Nous sommes en-core une fois jol - ly sure And with
tin - ues to shine, But a - las we have bad news to tell: Bro-ther
) |
P A I ! I I ! |
P\ hH & | Y 2 Y 2 | | Y 2 Y 2 | | Y 2 Y 2
[ Fan NP N & PN | PN & | PN PN
s s 55 3 TS = 3
=% | s | % 3 | 33| 3% | 33| 3
hdl | } Y 2 Y 2 4 Y 2 Y 2 } Y 2 Y 2 4 Y 2 Y 2 } Y 2 Y 2 4 Y 2 Y ] } Y 2
} PN {\ ‘ PN & ‘) & ‘ g\ (\ ‘) PN ‘ g\ PN &
o o

E



BEDE - NARRATIVE 9

They boarded next morning, just after nine.

The river was gentle; t

Worn out by the journey, oppressed by the heat,

he weather was fine.

At last the monks could rest their feet,

Briskly -=96

12.

For the boat would sail them all the way
To the coast of Kent and Pegwell Bay.

The weary monks were relieved to find

That the sailors, though rough, were thoughtful and kind!

Enter the Sailors

HEAVE HO!
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Enter the People of Kent. King Ethelbert, Queen Bertha and the Courtiers enter during Verse 1

14. ETHELBERT AND BERTHA 1
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BEDE - NARRATIVE 11

The great procession left at once along the lanes of Kent:

The King, the Queen and the monks from Rome, the men the Pope had sent.
Imagine what a scene they made, the King in all his might.

The forty monks in contrast must have seemed a sorry sight.

So weary and so travel-sore, so humble and so few,

Who could know these peaceful men would change the world they knew?

SCENE FIVE - CANTERBURY AD 597
Enter Augustine and the Monks
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1. Now we're set - tled in our new home,_ Our life is the same as in Rome.__
2. We all  came with a  ter-ri - ble fear__ We thought we'd find  sa-va- ges here,
3. Wea - ther here is cer - tain- ly foul.__ Cold winds seem for - ev-er to howl,
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Enter The People of Kent, King Ethelbert, Queen Bertha and the Courtiers

18. O CLAP YOUR HANDS! (FINALE)
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